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When women across Europe and the United States started to quesAon male dominated health 
care and patriarchal power – both in the family and in the realm of poliAcs – their feminist 
acAvism soon developed into a transnaAonal movement. The health books wriRen ‘by women 
for women’, the pracAce of self-examinaAon and the concept of women’s health centers 
sAmulated demands for beRer and women-centered health care also in other parts of the 
world, namely the socialist countries and the Near and Far East. However, what started as a 
powerful criAque of anAfeminist and patriarchal condiAons in healthcare in Western 
democracies soon fueled further anAfeminist reasoning and blaming of acAvist women as 
either “communist agents” or “reckless man-haAng” feminists in these same countries. 
Whereas we have first accounts of how anAfeminist campaigns sought to undermine women’s 
health feminism and of how acAvists themselves worked to counter such aRacks in Western 
democracies, we need more informaAon on how women in Eastern Europe and the NFE dealt 
with patriarchal health care systems and health knowledge on the one hand side and 
anAfeminist aRacks on women’s (health) movements on the other. This is where our 
internaAonal conference sets in. 
We ask: 

• How did women in Western Europe and the US, but also Eastern Europe and the Near 
and Far East react to patriarchal structures and predominantly male-centered 
healthcare and health knowledge? What alternaAve knowledge techniques, body 
pracAces and organizaAonal structures did they built? How important were 
internaAonal networks and which persons created them? 

• How did medical authoriAes but also poliAcal bodies or the churches and religious 
movements react to women’s quest for health knowledge and adequate health care? 
Which topics (contracepAon, aborAon, ferAlity treatments, trans-gender health) did 
provoke the most violent anAfeminist reacAons? 

• How did the global success of right-wing populism and conservaAve religious 
movements sAmulate anAfeminists acAons and reasoning in the field of women’s 
health throughout the different countries? Which counterstrategies did feminist 
acAvists invent and how important were transnaAonal women’s networks? 

We are interested in papers that deal with or discuss one or more of the following topics: 
- AnAfeminism in theory and pracAce 
- Feminist health knowledge and how it changed 
- Tools and methods of healthcare developed and propagated by women 
- Self-help and feminist health clinics  
- Health feminist movements and individual (women) actors 
- Health feminism across the Iron Curtain and/or across naAonal boundaries 
- (AnA)feminism and religious movements 



We invite presentaAons of original research from different disciplines such as history, poliAcal 
sciences, sociology, anthropology, religious studies, history of medicine and medical ethics. 
Researchers at all academic stages are encouraged to apply. 
Network members of COST 23149 will be reimbursed due to annotated rules. Non-network 
members are encouraged to apply for membership via e-cost@eu in order to apply for 
reimbursement. 
We kindly ask for abstracts (500 words max) and a short CV of your intended contribuAon by 
May 15, 2025 to neueste.geschichte@uni-bayreuth.de. Successful applicants will be noAfied 
by the end of May 2025. 
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