
Clashes over the American family and its values have always implicitly 
or explicitly addressed issues of gender and highlighted the signifi cance 
of present and future families to American society. This is the insight 
underpinning Isabel Heinemann’s groundbreaking study, which traces, over 
the course of the twentieth century, debates on the family and its role; the 
relationship between the individual and society; and individual decision-
making rights as well as their denial or curtailment. Unpacking these issues 
in a vivid and innovative analysis, the book recounts the prehistory of 
current confl icts over the family and gender while illuminating the relation-
ship between social change, normative shifts, and the counter-movements 
spawned in response to them. 

“In her brilliant study of the ‘value of the family’ in the United States over 
the past century, […] historian Isabel Heinemann demonstrates that liberal-
ization and re-traditionalization are constantly and simultaneously at work 
within the deep structures of society. […] Few historical accounts of modern 
or late-modern techniques of governance (in the Foucauldian sense) could 
furnish today’s readers with more explosive material.” 
Barbara Holland-Cunz,  Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 94 (April 23, 2019), 7
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FAMILY VALUES
DIVORCE, WORKING WOMEN, 
AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 
IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICA


